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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR CONTROLLING
THE INPUT IMPEDANCE OF A POWER
CONVERTER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to power
converter systems, in particularly to DC-DC power
converters, DC-DC power converters having input
rectifiers to adapt them for AC-DC power conversion,
and AC-DC power converters having control algo-
rithms to improve power factor.

It is well known that an input power source is often
not suitable for direct application to the load, and that
power conversion is necessary. It is well established in
the art to provide power conversion from one voltage
and current level to another voltage and current level,
and a high degree of sophistication has been achieved in
the control and protection circuits of such converters.

It is less well recognized that the rate at which power
is delivered to the load and the rate at which power is
received from the input power source are often incom-
patible. The problem is usually recognized in the con-
text of “noise rejection” and “frequency response to
transients”. It is generally addressed through the use of
L-C filters and feed back control loops. The L-C filters,
being resonant, are a source of some problems.

A sub-set of power converters, known generally as
“high power factor AC-DC converters” does control
the rate at which power is received from the input
power source to provide high power factor. However,
these converters are characteristically plagued with
problems of energy management. Usually the voltage of
a storage capacitor is sensed and used as feed-back to
correct the input current control function. If its gain is
too high, the power factor is compromised. The input
current control function can be held constant using a
latching function for each half cycle of the input AC
voltage. While providing excellent power factor cor-
rection, the latching function creates a sampling limita-
tion in the cross over frequency of the feed back control
loop. Input voltage feed forward can be used to im-
prove the response to transients in the input voltage.
None the less, energy control tends to be poor, the
storage capacitor is generally unnecessarily large and
the controt is generally subject to poor response and
large overshoots.

The high power factor AC-DC converters typically
have an input regulator, a storage capacitor and an
output regulator essentially in series so that all of the
output power must pass through both regulators.

High power factor AC-DC converters often use a
boost converter for the input stage, which presents
severe problems upon the application of input power
and in overload conditions, or whenever the output
voltage is lower than the input voltage.

It is an object of this invention to provide a DC-DC
power converter in which the control of power flow
and energy is improved.

It is a further object of this invention to provide an
improved method of control of a DC-DC converter
using feed forward techniques on the system input pa-
rameters, principally Vo, I, V;and 5 (output voltage,
output current, input voltage and efficiency).

It is a further object of this invention to provide an
improved method of control of a DC-DC converter
using feed forward techniques to control the converter
dynamic response, using energy deficit feed forward
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and/or scheduling of the storage capacitor voltage as a
function of the energy content of the transient response.

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
DC-DC converter having controlled dynamic input
resistance.

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
DC-DC converter having parallel modulators for re-
duced losses.

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
DC-DC converter using a two-input buck converter.

It is a further object of this invention to extend the
application of the improved DC-DC power converter
to applications requiring an AC input and to applica-
tions requiring high power factor.

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
high power factor AC-DC converter using parallel
modulators including a two-input buck converter, to
overcome the problems associated with a boost con-
verter input stage.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention teaches that the control of a DC-DC
converter can be implemented using energy control,
knowing the power of the input, the output and the
losses, and knowing the energy content of the tran-
sients. This method of control transcends the modula-
tors and is linear.

This invention also teaches that a control algorithm
can be written as a function of the system input parame-
ters, Vo, I, V; and 7, and that this algorithm can be
applied as a feed forward control.

This invention also teaches that a control algorithm
can be written as a function of the energy content of the
transients, and that this algorithm can be applied as a
feed forward control. The energy deficit of a transient
can be measured and reapplied to the system as feed
forward, or voltage scheduling of the energy storage
capacitor voltage can be used to balance the energy
content of the storage capacitor with the energy con-
tent of the transients, so as to manage the energy con-
tent of transients systematically rather that “control”
transients as an “error” using feedback.

This invention also teaches that the characteristic
negative input resistance of a power converter can be
modified dynamically, to provide positive resistance or
infinite resistance, and that providing positive resistance
is an effective method of providing high power factor in
a DC-DC converter which has been adapted for AC
input.

This invention also teaches that parallel modulators
can be used to provide energy control, with one path
providing power directly to the output to the extent
that the input power is sufficient, and with a parallel
path providing energy storage. The parallel path pro-
vides energy to the output when the input power is
insufficient, and stores energy when the input power is
more than sufficient.

This invention also teaches that a two-input buck
converter can be used in a DC-DC converter having
parallel modulators, and that one of the inputs of the
two-input buck converter can have a voltage which is
lower than the output voitage.

This invention also teaches the use of the DC-DC
power converter with an AC input power source, and
for high power factor.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a power converter having two modula-
tors, energy storage and feed forward control.

FIG. 2 shows a power converter having parallel
modulators, energy storage and feed forward control.

FIG. 3 defines a modulator.

FIG. 4 shows a prior art high power factor AC-DC
converter.

FIG. 5 shows a prior art sample and hold circuit.

FIG. 6 is a schematic of the power circuits for a
power converter using parallel modulators.

FIG. 7 is a schematic of the power circuits for a
another embodiment of the power converter using par-
allel modulators.

FIG. 8 shows a schematic of a two input buck con-
verter.

FIGS. 94, 95, and 9c show the currents in the two
input buck converter for different combinations of input
voltage.

FIGS. 10q, 105, and 10c are a graphical explanation of
the method of energy surplus and energy scheduling.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of prior art control.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of feed forward control
using this invention.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the
feed forward control.

FIG. 14 is a block diagram of another embodiment of
the feed forward control.

FIGS. 15a, 15b, and 15¢ are a graphical explanation of
energy deficit and energy deficit feed forward in a con-
trol circuit employing latching.

FIGS. 16a-16e are a graphical explanation of energy
deficit and energy deficit feed forward control.

FIG. 17 is one possible implementation of the control
method of energy deficit feed forward control.

FIGS. 184, 185, and 18c¢ are a graphical explanation of
Joad-anticipation control.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows a DC-DC converter 1 having an input
power source shown as a DC power source 3, provid-
ing power to an input modulator 5. An output modula-
tor 15 provides power to an external load 17. The out-
put of the input modulator § provides power to a stor-
age capacitor 11 and to the input of the output modula-
tor 15.

A input sensing circuit 7 senses the input power p;,
and may quantize input voltage v;, input current i; and-
/or input power p;. An output sensing circuit 19 senses
the output power, and may quantize output voltage, v,
output currerit i, and/or output power p,.

An energy sensing circuit 13 measures the energy wyg
in the storage capacitor 11 as a function of the square of
the voltage v;of the storage capacitor 11.

An output control circuit 21 implements an output
control algorithm K, to control the output modulator
15. The inputs to the output control may be output
voltage v,, output current i, and the input voltage vsto
the output modulator 15. The reference voltage and/or
current to which control is maintained may be fixed or
variable, internal or externally programmable. Provi-
sion for external references is shown as vgp ior. The
components comprising the output modulator 185, the
output sensing circuits 19 and the output control cir-
cuits 21 essentially comprise a DC-DC converter hav-
ing vsas its input power source and v, as its output. It
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may be a voltage regulator, and may have over current
limiting. It may use feed back of the output voltage v,
and current i,, and may use feed forward of the input
voltage v;to the output modulator 15. In many respects
it is a DC-DC converter of usual design, well known to
the art.

An input control circuit 9 implements an input con-
trol algorithm K;to control the input modulator 5. The
inputs to the input control circuit may be the output
voltage v,, the output current i,, or their product, the
output power p,, the input voltage, v;, the input current
i;, and the energy in the storage capacitor ws.

In operation, the input modulator 5, its input sense
circuit 7, the energy sense circuit 13 and its control
circuit 9 control and modulate the input power from the
power source 3 so as to be compatible with the input
power source 3 and to deliver the correct power to the
output modulator 15. The output modulator 15, its out-
put sense circuit 19 and its control circuit 21 control and
modulate the output power as it is required for the
output load 17. To the extent that the input power p;and
the output power p, are momentarily different, energy
is store in, or taken from, the storage capacitor 11. The
methods of control are taught in more detail after sev-
eral of the preferred embodiments are explained.

FIG. 2 shows a DC-DC converter 23 having the
same input and output, and the same sensing circuits and
control circuits as the DC-DC converter of FIG. 1.
However, it differs by the use of parallel modulators. A
first modulator 29 receives power from the power
source 31, and, to the extent that the power from the
power source 31 is sufficient, the power is modulated
and supplied to the external load 33. To the extent that
the output power from the first modulator 29 is insuffi-
cient, a second modulator 25 takes energy from the
storage capacitor 35, modulates it and supplies it as
power to the external load 33. To the extent that the
power from the power source 31 is more than sufficient,
a third modulator 27 receives power from the power
source 31, modulates it and supplies it to the storage
capacitor 35 for storage as energy.

The sensing and control of the DC-DC converter of
FIG. 2 are the same as the sensing and control of the
DC-DC converter of FIG. 1 except for the addition of
a sequencing and arbitrating circuit 47. In concept, the
first modulator 29 is operated only until the control
circuit 39 or control circuit 43 has its control function
satisfied, whichever is first. If the control function of
control circuit 43 is not then satisfied, the second modu-
lator 25 is operated until it is. If the control function of
control circuit 39 is not then satisfied, the third modula-
tor 27 is operated until it is. In any control cycle, the
operation of the second modulator 25 and the operation
of the third modulator 27 is mutually exclusive.

FIG. 3 shows a modulator “A” and defines its func-
tion. Ideally, the input power and the output power are
equal, and the modulator provides no energy storage.
The modulator 49 converts the input voltage v; and
input current i; to be compatible with an external load
§3. The modulator factor in FIG. 3 is “a”. The output
voltage v, equals the input voltage v; times a. The out-
put current i, equals the input current i; divided by a.
The modulator factor may vary with time, under con-
trol.

FIG. 4 shows present art, and is a “high power factor
AC-DC conversion” 61 having an AC input power
source 63 and an input full wave rectifier 65 at its input.
The input v; becomes |v;| at the input of the input
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modulator 67. The input modulator 67 has its output
connected to a storage capacitor 69 and to the input of
the output modulator 71, just as in the DC-DC con-
verter of FIG. 1. The output of the output modulator 71
supplies power to an external load 73.

For high power factor, the input control circuit 78
will control the input modulator 67 so that its input
current |i;} will be proportional to |v;|. However, if the
control constant K; is incorrect, over time the input
power will differ from the output power, and either to
much or too little energy will be stored in the storage
capacitor 69. This results in an error in the storage
capacitor voltage v, which is fed-back to modify the
control constant K;.

It is well known that if the feed-back control loop has
too much gain and too high a crossover frequency, K;
will not approximate a constant, and the power factor
correction will be compromised.

To improve power factor correction, a sample and
hold circuit 81 such as the one shown in FIG. 5 may be
used. A comparator 87 senses the start of each half
cycle of the input voltage and causes a switch 85 to
close momentarily. The output of the control circuit 83
is thus connected to the sample and hold amplifier 89
and its holding capacitor 93. In this manner, the control
factor K;, as applied to the input modulator 91, is held
constant until the next half cycle. This technique is
known. .

FIG. 6 shows the power circuits 101 of a DC-DC
converter which would be suitable for implementating
the DC-DC converter of FIG. 2. The sensing and con-
trol circuits are not shown. An input power source 103,
shown as having the voltage wave form |v;| of a full
wave rectified AC voltage, is connected to a first switch
111 and a third switch 125. The first switch 111 is part
of a two input buck converter 109 comprising the first
switch 111, a second switch 113, a rectifier 119, an
inductor 115 and an output filter capacitor 117. The
second switch 113 of the two input buck converter 109
is connected to a storage capacitor 107.

The third switch 125 is connected to a buck converter
121 comprising the third switch 125, a rectifier 127 and
an inductor 123. The storage capacitor 107 is connected
to the output of the inductor 123.

FIG. 6 also shows that the DC-DC converter 101
may have an auxiliary power source 129. This input can
be connected through a rectifier 131 to the storage
capacitor 107. The normal voltage vs on the storage
capacitor 107 is higher than the auxiliary power source
129 so that the rectifier 131 is kept reverse biased. The
auxiliary power source 129 has a higher voltage Vgux
than the minimum input voltage required by the con-
verter 109 to maintain regulation.

In describing the operation of the DC-DC converter
101 of FIG. 6, it will be assumed to be ideal, at steady
state conditions, and that the control circuits are config-
ured for high power factor.

Because the input voltage |v;| is usually an indepen-
dent variable, input power control is accomplished by
controlling input current |i;|. Further, for high power
factor, the input resistance is controlled to be a fixed
positive resistance. The input power is given by

m
{21

pi = vij = wlSinXe)

Vil Vi

pi =—3— — —3— Cos2u1)

0

[
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In a sinusoidal AC voltage, the half power point occurs
when the input voltage |v;| equals the RMS voltage
Virms. Therefore, when the input voltage |vi| is less
than Vguys, the input power p, will be insufficient.
When |v;| is greater than V,rass, the input power p;will
be more than sufficient.

Looking first at the buck converter 121, the con-
verter 121 implements the M3 modulator function of
FIG. 2, and is operative only when the input power is
more than sufficient. This occurs when |v;| > Viras, s0
in accordance with the well understood principles of
buck converter design, the voltage vs of the storage
capacitor 107 can be any voltage which is less than the
lowest RMS voltage of the input voltage source 103.

Looking now at the two input buck converter 109,
usually a buck converter cannot have its input voltage
less than the output voltage. In as much as |v;| goes to
zero, buck converters usually cannot be used with a full
wave rectified AC power source. However, in the two
input buck converter 109, it is sufficient if one of its
inputs is higher than the output voltage. If the one input
is sufficiently higher than the output voltage, the other
input can be lower than the output, even zero or nega-
tive. (With a negative input, the rectifier 119, which
functions as a switch, would have to be a switch).

The control relationships of the two input buck con-
verter 109 are given by

3]
4
)

Vo=D\|vi| +Davs
h=Dilro
h=DilLo

D; and D3 are the duty cycles of S; and S; respectively.

In describing the general operating concept of the
converter of FIG. 2, it was implied that S; would oper-
ate first. In practice, it is preferred that S; operate just
before Si, to ensure that the inductor current Irp is
maximum, when |v;| < V,. This is a necessary condition
for operating with discontinuous conduction. The oper-
ating time (closure) of the switches S and Sz must be
mutually exclusive, unless diode isolation is provided.

FIG. 7 shows a converter, similar in many respects to
the converter of FIG. 6, but having a different method
of incorporating an auxiliary power source. An addi-
tional storage capacitor C, 191 and/or an auxiliary
power source vgq, shown for illustration as a battery 193
is connected to a fourth switch 195, which in turn is
connected to the input of an output inductor 163. The
switch 195 can operate in cooperation with a first
switch 155 and a second switch 173 as a three input
buck converter generally designated as 157. In this
manner, the voltage v, of the battery 193 is less re-
stricted, and the capacitor 191 does not appear in paral-
lel with the storage capacitor 181.

In certain methods of operation described in further
detail below, the value of the storage capacitor C;
would influence the algorithm. In the method illus-

60 trated in FIG. 7, any value additional capacitance C,

65

could be added externally, as, for instance, for addi-
tional hold up time, without altering the system dynam-
ics in other modes of operation. A buck converter com-
prising a fifth switch 185, a rectifier 189 and a third
inductor 187 can provide a controlled charging circuit
for the capacitor 191 and/or the battery 193. There is no
theoretical restriction on the operation of the fifth
switch 185 and the third switch 175, but if they are
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mutually exclusive, ripple currents in the input current
are reduced, and they may have to be operated under
common control for the input current characteristics to
be correct. As a trickle charger, these effects may be
negligible. The input to the fifth switch 185 could alter-
natively be connected to the storage capacitor 181 using
the alternate connection point “B”.

FIG. 8 shows the two input buck converter alone,
and indeed it can operate as a two input modulator 201
on its own merits, without the other circuits shown in
the earlier figures. A first voltage v; connects to a first
switch S; 203. A second voltage vz connects to a second
switch Sz 213. The other side of both switches is com-
mon, and connects to an inductor L1 205 and a rectifier
Cr} 207. The output of the inductor 205 connects to an
output capacitor C; 209 and load 211 shown as a resistor
R, and has a voltage v,. A first input current i; is input
from the first voltage source v). A second input current
1zis input from the second voltage source v3. The opera-
tion of the converter 201 of FIG. 8 is understood in
more detail by reference to FIGS. 9a, 96 and 9¢, which
show different operating conditions.

FIG. 9a shows a condition in which the vi>v2>v,.
The current wave form in the inductor Iz is normally
a triangular wave form in a single input buck converter,
and is familiar to those skilled in the art. A similar wave
form would result with either switch 8; or S; operating
alone. With both switches operated, sequentially, the
wave form is modified as shown. In a first time segment,
S, is operated, and the current will increase at a slope
determined by value of the inductor L; and the differ-
ence between v and v,. In the second time segment,
switch §; is operated, and the current increases with a
lower slope, because vz < v). Following that is a time of
negative slope while the rectifier is conducting.

In FIG. 25, the operation is similar, but in the second
time segment when S; is operated, the slope of the cur-
rent is flat, because va=v,. In FIG. 9¢, the second seg-
ment has a down slope, because vy <v,. However, be-
cause v2>0, it is not as steeply down as in the third time
segment when the rectifier is conducting.

In this manner, it can be seen that the two input buck
converter can be useful for operation with one of its
inputs at a voltage which is less than the output. It is
therefore useful with a full wave rectified AC input, and
could also be used to extract power to the extent that it
were available from an input device which was oper-
ated at reduced power. Examples might be a battery
that was mostly discharged, or a solar panel with low
insolation, or a wind generator with a gentle breeze.
The second input provides additional power to the load,
but the first power source need not be disconnected to
switch over just because it is marginally low, and power
can continue to be extracted to the extent that it is avail-
able.

Turning now to the control function of the DC-DC
converter, the output converter can be controlled by
feed back of the output parameters using the well know
techniques of converter design.

Control of the input converter is more involved,
because it has dual purposes, which are in conflict. Over
time, the input power p; must equal the output power p,
(ideally) for the voltage v;of the storage capacitor Csto

be bounded. Any momentary differences are stored as 6

energy w; in the storage capacitor.

ws= [ pi dt— [podi+W; [6}
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For the voltage v; of the storage capacitor Cs to be
bounded, in stead stage:

m

Since v;is in the denominator, [7] is negative resistance.
The input modulator is used to modify the input charac-
teristics to be compatible with the power source. The
input may have negative resistance, infinite resistance
or positive resistance, and may be a DC input or it may
be adapted with a full wave rectifier for an AC input.
Other functions could be implemented for special pur-
poses, but in describing the control methods, five cases
will be considered.
1. DC input, negative resistance
Ki [8]
I = 7

2. DC input, infinite resistance

I,=K; 9]

3. DC input, positive resistance

Li=VK; [10]

. Rectified AC input, infinite resistance
liil=K; Ki=f]sin(wt)] [11
5. Rectified AC input, positive resistance |4} = | vi{ B}

Case 5 is a high power factor converter.
A set of general expressions can be written for the
five cases.
The input power can be generalized as
pi=fKi [13]
where K;is the control function and f, is an input volt-
age function.

The control function can be generalized as
Volo [14]
Ki=—x-

For the general expression [13] and [14], and in the
following analysis, f, and f, are as follows:

Case f. Fv
1 1 1
2 Vi \ D}
3 \7 \'7
4 Vil Vi or Vi
2| Sin(wt)| 2
s v7

v
ViSin%(wt) or* 2’2

5 *The second function for F,in cases 4 and 5 can be used as a simplifying approxima-

tion if it is not necessary to account for ripple. At steady state conditions, cases 4 and
S have AC ripple terms, which are the AC component of the input power term, and
which appear on the storage capacitor C; as a ripple voltage component in v,
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At steady state conditions, cases 4 and 5 have AC ripple
terms, which are the AC component of the input power
term, and which appear on the storage capacitor Csas a
ripple voltage component in v;.

Ps=Ppi—Po [1s]
In both cases, 4 and 5, the ripple component will be

[e]

Ps= —VoigCos(2wi)
The indefinite integral of [16] gives the energy, wi.
W= w‘,Si;;war) . W, (17

The energy in a capacitor is

[1g]

Ws=icx':z
Solving for the voltage squared

Yolo . {19]
¥ = - 3?507 Sin(2wt) + 2

Equation [19] can be solved for the minimum size of the
capacitor C,, given a minimum capacitor voltage vs, a
maximum capacitor voltage vs4, and Vo=V, and
ip=io+, their maximum values.

Woiios [20]

"’('3+ - '3-)

G =

In equation [19], V,is discretionary, within limits, but
for an optimally minimized capacitor C;, Vsis given by

B + 7

vl =

To analyze the transient response to changes of the
inputs v;, voand/or i,, the power balance just before the
transient, by [13] and [15}, is

Pso=SKi—5o=0 {22)

Just after the transient, K;is not changed (the new val-
ues are indicated by *).

- Ps* =1y ki—vo%o* [23]
Subtracting [22] from [23]
Ps=Sv*Ki—fK1— 0%+ Yoo [24j
Dividing by f,*
Ps Vil vo®io* Yolo [25)
2y A 2
If only the DC component is considered, f,=F,.
Yoo Yoo [26]
F=F o=k
ps = *Ki — v*i* [27]
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Dividing by f,*
Vo®io® [28]

j".

Ps

o

=K~

By the same rationale as in [26], where K* is the new
final value of K; at the new steady state conditions,

ps=/*(Ki*~K?) (29]

Ps=f"0K; [30]
The power surplus pscannot persist, so AK;must go to
zero over time, as K;assumes its new value, K. If K;is
an exponential function,

AK(N=AKe~ YT [311]

PAN=FAKe—"" {32}

Integrating

o {33}
Ws = J pLn) dt = F,*AKr + W
(4]

This shows that the energy content of any transient can
be solved knowing the DC component of the final input
voltage F,*, the change in K;, AK;, and the time con-
stant 7 of K,. .

Given a starting energy W in the storage capacitor
C;for a baseline F,and K, the energy of a transition to
any new values F,* and K is explicitly defined by [33].

The square of the voltage V* of the storage capacitor
C;can be defined as

v’oI = ._(2:‘_ FpaKr + V:z [34)

Equation [34] shows that the voltage V; of the storage
capacitor Cscan be scheduled as a function of the input
voltage v;, the output voltage v, and the output current
io- (Equation [34] can be solved for V;*2, if the deriva-
tion is retraced, retaining all of the AC terms).
Equation [33] defines the “energy of the transients”.
Using this method, the energy of the transients is stored
in the storage capacitor Cs and will be returned when
the opposite change in conditions occurs. The energy
reference on the storage capacitor, measured as vy must
be changed as a function of v,, ip and iy, and it must be
applied as a reference with the same time constant 7. IF
this is done, transients do not result in an “error”, avoid-
ing the “overshoot” as the “error” is corrected. (The
feed back still removes errors resulting from any non-
ideality in the algorithm or its approximations or imple-
mentation) . :
This method has the additional advantage that the
storage capacitor Cscan be substantially smaller (about
half the value, if transient response were dominate in its
selection). If the voltage v must be returned to a fixed
quiescent voltage after each transient, 2 maximum tran-
sient in either direction must be accommodated from
the quiescent voltage within the voltage limits of the
circuit. Using voltage scheduling, the whole range of
the capacitor voltage limits may be used for transients
of one direction, retracting for the other direction.
The method of voltage scheduling for the energy of
transients can be understood by reference to FIG. 10. A
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first graph shows K versus time. A second graph shows
power p versus time, and a third graph shows the en-
ergy in the storage capacitor versus time. At time t,,
conditions change to require more power, shown as s
step change pAt), which will result in a change in K, to
K*, shown as a step change K(t). K; can be rolled off
with a time constant 7, resulting in the exponential
curve K{7). The difference is the curve AKe—"/7,

Because K; is applied exponentially, the power will
rise exponentially too, as shown as p(r). The area be-
tween the curves pAt) and p{7) is the energy surplus
—~w; (which is negative). This results in energy being
removed from the storage capacitor C;as shown in the
third curve. If the energy reference on the storage ca-
pacitor, (quantified as a factor of v¢2) follows the same
schedule, the “error” will be zero, except for true errors
resulting from non-ideality and implementation approx-
imations and inaccuracies.

Thus the system dynamics in response to transients is
separated from the dynamics of the feed back loop.

In controlling the input modulator, feed forward
control can be used to minimize the need for feed-back.
Feed forward control is essentially open loop control.
Feed forward can be applied with respect to an input
parameter, and is unconditionally stable if the following
criteria are met:

1. The input parameter and its disturbances can be
measured.

2. An algorithm can be applied to the control so as to
reduce the error on the output resulting from the input
parameter and its disturbances.

3. The feed forward does not change the input param-
eter so as to increase the error.

With respect to the DC-DC converter, three inputs
can be identified which are useable as feed forward
parameters: input voltage v;, output voltage v, and out-
put current i,. The parameters voand i,can be combined
as their product, output power p,. Efficiency 7 also
affects the control, and should be included in the feed
forward expressions, either as a measured parameter or
an approximation. Second order effects such as heat
sink temperature and component values, to the extent
that they can be measured, can also be regarded as
inputs.

The method of using feed forward is generally con-
trasted to feed back by reference to FIGS. 11 and 12.
FIG. 11 shows prior art, and is a block diagram of a well
know high power factor AC-DC converter. Although
not shown, it is known to use feed forward of the input
voltage magnitude as v2.

In FIG. 12, the feed back amplifier 239 has been
replaced with a general feed forward control 269 hav-
ing Vo, ipand v; as its primary inputs. A degree of feed
back is still necessary, however, and is shown in FIG.
12 as an energy feed back w; which is derived as the
square of the voltage v of the storage capacitor C;257
using the squaring function 271. (The voltage v; could
be used, but the energy w; is preferred, because it is a
linear function of power). The method of energy con-
trol using energy feed forward will be explained further
. in additional examples, below.

Feed forward can be beneficial even if it is imprecise.
If it is within plus or minus 100% of ideal, the error will
be less than if feed forward control were not used.
Phase shift will diminish the effectiveness of feed for-
ward as the cosine of the phase shift. For phase shifts of
+180° +90°, where the cosine is negative, the feed
forward will make the error worse for those frequencies
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than if feed forward were not used (but it is not unsta-
ble).

To the extent that the third criterion is not met, unin-
tended feed-back results, and it should be identified and
analyzed using classical feed back analysis. An example
would be that feed forward control of a power modula-
tor results in a decrease in input current for an increase
of input voltage. If there is source impedance, the input
voltage is affected by the change in current, and a de-
gree of unintended feed back is present.

Feed forward control can be implemented in may
ways, and common to several methods is the explicit
determination of K;as a function of the inputs. K;can be
applied to the system with a specific function of time, as,
for example, [31], so that the system dynamics are sys-
tematically controlled, and are not primarily controlled
by the feed back loop dynamics.

1. Feed forward can be used to explicitly calculate K;
by [14], for application directly to the input current
control. Errors in K; will result in errors on the capaci-
tor voltage v;. Feed back on the capacitor energy ws
can be used to correct errors in K, either using a multi-
plier to change the gain of K;, or by summing in a feed
back error term. If the reference on w; is generated
using [34], and K;is applied using [31], system dynamics
will be largely removed from the influence of the con-
trol loop, and only the imperfections in implementing
[14], [31] and [34] will remain, which can be removed
with a slow loop.

FIG. 13 shows a control block diagram to implement
such a control, and its relationship to FIG. 12 can be
seen by the designations of the signals. An explicit func-
tion K{7) is implemented in a control 281. The function
K«7) is multiplied by a gain function G in a multiplier

287. The resulting term GK7) is multiplied with the

input voltage v;in a multiplier 285, and is applied to the
control amplifier 283 as a reference for the input current
ii. A feed back signal v; from the storage capacitor is
squared in a squaring circuit 289 to be a measure of the
energy W;stored in the storage capacitor. (If the con-
verter has an AC input, the voltage term v;is sampled at
the time when its sine term is zero by the sample and
holder circuit 293). The energy term W;is compared to
a reference Wy, in an error amplifier 291. The output is
used to control the gain function G. The contro! circuit
281 has its frequency characteristics determined by feed
forward, and is shown as having a break at 1/71, which
is arbitrary, and has no stability limitations any where
near the frequency of interest. The error amplifier 291
has a slow roll off, shown as 1/7,. The energy reference
W, can be fixed or scheduled.

2. Feed forward can be used to model the expected
storage capacitor energy w;s to generate an energy
model wy, using [34]. For an converter having an AC
input, the AC component of [34] must be retained. This
term can be applied as the reference to an error ampli-
fier on the capacitor voltage, which can provide control
of the input modulator with a fast loop. The feed back
will force the input modulator to provide the correct
voltage on the storage capacitor, as it was modeled.
Because v;is controlled, power balance is assured. Er-
rors in the feed forward algorithm will result in errors in
the input current function, K;.

FIG. 14 shows a control circuit using this technique,
and its relationship to FIG. 12 can be seen by the refer-
ence designators of the signals. A feed forward control
301 generates an explicit K{7) as a function of v,, i,and
v;, rolls it off at 1/7), and multiples it by the input volt-
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age squared to generate a function wgs,. It is multiplied
by a gain G in a multiplier 311, and the resulting term
Gw;n, is applied to an error amplifier 303. The energy
on the storage capacitor wyis detected as a voltage v;s
which is squared in the squaring circuit 307. The energy
term w;is compared to the energy model Gw;n, to con-
tro! the input current control 305, which in turn con-
trols A;so that the input current i;is correct to provide
the correct energy w;in the storage capacitor.

The control circuit 301 also provides a scheduled
reference Wy, as a function of vy, i, and v,, and having
the same time constant 71 as K{71). To determined if the
energy wson the storage is correct, either ws or Gwsm
could be used, they being kept equal by the fast feed
back loop. Gw;sm is chosen because it is known to be a
clean signal. A sample and hold circuit 313 extracts W;
for comparison with Wy, They are compared in the
error amplifier 309 which has a slow roll off, to generate
the gain term G.

In the AC-DC converter of case 5, an AC model can
be generated for a reference for the voltage v; of the
storage capacitor of the form of [19] by squaring the
input voltage |v;|. By [13], the input power is

pi=vK; [35}
If the output power is subtracted, the result is a model
of the power surplus, ps.

Ps=Pi—Po~= v2Ki—voio [36)
Integrating this function gives an ideal model for v¢.
Sampling the model at zero crossing of the input volt-
age extracts the modeled Vy, which can be used to with
a slow loop on K;to correct for drift and transients. If
the V;reference is scheduled by [34], the feed back need
correct only errors. Note that the feed back is a gain
term on K; in the model, or an error term summed in.
The control on the input modulator is fast, to keep the
capacitor voltage faithful to the model. Power balance
is assured. Any errors in the model wiil cause an error
in the input current.

A large identifiable error will be the effect of effi-
ciency 7. In [14] and many other equations, the term
“Voi,” appears. This expression should be reflected to
the point of control to account for losses, and would
generally have the form

Yolo [37)

Lvaic) = .

While the efficiency 1 could be approximated as a con-
stant, it will vary with operating conditions. If v, is
digitized as p,, 8 ROM (read only memory) can contain
a correction schedule. Analog curve correcting tech-
niques can be used. Losses can be modeled as pg from
the system parameters and temperature and generated
in the following form:
Kroic)="voio+pd [38]

The efficiency of the input modulator may have an AC
component, due to the sinusoidal current and resistance.
The control methods use energy and power to the
extent possible. Energy and power are linear functions,
and they transcend the modulators, so no corrections
are necessary for the modulator control functions or
characteristics, only the losses. The modulator charac-
teristics should be known and considered, however, to
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avoid measurement errors due to ripple and the switch-
ing frequency, for instance.

The input current is controlled on a tight loop as a
function of the input voltage and the control constant
K;. The overall input control ultimately controls the
input power, the product of the input current and input
voltage. Accordingly, in all of the relationships devel-
oped, an exact equivalent, controlling voltage as a func-
tion of input current, could be written for a current
source input.

Some special considerations apply for the AC-DC
converters, cases 4 and 5. If it is desired to extract a DC
component from vy, the storage capacitor voltage, it is
preferred not to do so by filtering it. The ripple content
will be high, requiring excessive filtering (lag), and the
result will be the average voltage, whereas V;of [19] -
and [21] is preferred. V;can be extracted with a sample
and hold circuit strobed at the zero crossing of the input
voltage, at which time the Sin(2wt) term is zero. (There
is a second time when Sin(2wt) is zero, offering an op-
portunity to double the sampling rate. However, it
would be more difficult to generate a strobe, and any
error due to current and the capacitor ESR (equivalent
series resistance) would be of opposite polarity). To find
the energy content W,, the voltage V;is squared and
normalized.

In case 4, the input current is independent of the
voltage, to give infinite resistance, and will have the
form |i;| =K;|Sin(wt)|. To eliminate the influence of
the input voltage magnitude, a function generator,
locked to the line frequency, can generate |Sin(wt)|. It
could also generate Cos(2wt) for implementing [19], if
desired.

The AC-DC converter of case 4 would not generally
be considered to provide high power factor, because the
input current algorithm is “wrong”. However, it does
have high power factor at steady state, and it provides
the same contro! on vi,=p, the output power. An
argument could be made that it were superior, if mini-
mizing the RMS value of the input current were an
objective, or if noise in the input current should be
limited to be a clean since wave.

Finally, if [34] is solved for capacitance, in the man-
ner of [20), it can be seen that, due to the form of f,, case
4 requires substantially less capacitance, particularly if
the tolerance on v;is large.

In a high power factor controller having a latched K,
there is a special problem with line frequency ripple.
Line frequency ripple will result if there is a DC compo-
nent in the AC voltage such that v;=VSin(wt)+Vpc,
or if there is asymmetry in the AC wave form, as might
result if an input transformer were saturated. On the
output of the full wave rectifier, alternate half cycles
will be of different amplitude, and perhaps of different
duration. ‘

This line frequency ripple is, of course, one half of the
full wave rectified ripple frequency. The latching of K;
introduces a 90° lag. If V;is measured with a filter or an
integrator, another 90° or so will result, totaling nearly
180° at the line frequency. Therefore, feed forward will
amplify the ripple, not reduce it.

The line frequency ripple can be measured, however,
and an algorithm can be used to add it back to the con-
trol. If it does not increase the ripple, the three criteria
for feed forward have been met.

The ripple component is measured by sampling alter-
nate half cycles, and averaging each set, with decay, to
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give more weight to the recent samples. The difference
is then taken, giving the peak to peak line frequency
ripple voltage.

Subsequently, as each V;sample is measured, one half
of the ripple component can be fed forward (added) to
the measured value, observing polarity. To the extent
that the ripple component is constant, the ripple will be
cancelled. It is preferred to take the definite integral of
the alternate half cycles, because this will account for
time differences as well. The volt-second product is
actually more important that the magnitude, and is less
susceptible to errors due to glitches. To get the definite
integral of each half cycle, the integrator is reset at the
start of each half cycle.

The effect of the line frequency ripple feed forward is
that of a lead, because it is predicting the next half cycle
based upon the present half cycle and the ripple compo-
nent. If the input ripple ceases, the ripple feed forward
will cause a ripple, until it decays.

An additional set of control problems have as their
common characteristic an “energy deficit”. These can
be addressed using the method of “energy deficit feed
forward”. An energy deficit results when a power defi-
cit exists for a period of time, and it is the integral of the
power deficit with respect to time.

The energy deficit is similar to the previously de-
scribed *“energy surplus” which can be accommodated
by voltage scheduling on the voltage V; of the storage
capacitor C;. The distinction is that the *“energy sur-
plus” is accommodated by voltage scheduling, which
has the effect of allowing the surplus energy w;to be
stored in the storage capacitor Cs, and (ideally) no error
results. The “energy deficit”, by contrast, leaves an
“error”. This new method teaches that this “error” too
can be accommodated by feed forward, and thus it can
be systematically controlled by a strict algorithm, and
the influence of feed back dynamics is removed (ideally)
or reduced.

It is traditionally considered to be impossible to have
a fast control if one of the control parameters is *“sam-
pled”. Feed back control theory suggests that the
closed loop response must have its cross over frequency
at about one fifth of the sampling frequency. However,
this limitation is necessary only because the sampling of
a parameter imposes a limit on the information which is
available about the sampled parameter for the control
algorithm. What happens between the samples is rele-
vant, but not known. To make a distinction, sampling of
a parameter will be called “informational sampling”.

In contrast, the “sampling” in a high power factor
AC-DC converter is an “implementational sampling”.
The sampling, or latching of K, for the duration of each
half cycle of the AC input is done purposefully, to keep
the input resistance constant over the sample period, but
it in no way diminishes the ability to obtain information
for the control algorithm at whatever rate is necessary.
By similar reasoning, the use of a low frequency lag in
a control may modify the output (in this case, input
current) in a desirable manner, but it need not limit the
rate at which information is available for control pur-
poses.

The energy deficit feed forward stability criteria are
similar to the feed forward criteria:

1. The energy deficit can be measured.

2. An algorithm can be applied to the control func-
tion to reduce the error resulting from the energy defi-
cit.
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3. The energy deficit fed forward does not increase
the energy deficit.

The last criterion can be met using the following
simplification:

3 (Alternate). In determining the energy deficit to be
fed forward, do not include any energy which has been
fed forward. -

The problem addressed by criterion 3 is sub-harmonic
oscillation. If the energy deficit over a time period is
caused by a frequency component in one of the inputs,
and the energy deficit is fed forward with a 180°+90°
lag, the error in the output due to that frequency. com-
ponent will be increased. If the third criteria is met, it
will be stable.

The problem becomes critical if one considers that,
when reapplying the energy deficit to the system, the
conditions may then change again resulfing in a deficit
on the deficit. If this is added in and fed forward with
the same 180° lag, it builds, and oscillation will occur.
Given a powerful control processor, it is possible to
keep separate accounting of energy deficits on energy
deficits, and feed back each iteration with double the
lag, so that it will'not reinforce any frequency compo-
nent which may have caused the original energy deficit.
The alternate third criteria avoids the problem.

If it is suspected that a particular frequency compo-
nent may be present, the energy deficit feed forward
can be designed to cancel it, by feeding back the energy
deficit with a 360° lag at that frequency. This will make
errors worse at half that frequency, but they may be
known to be absent or low.

As an example, line frequency ripple (which is half of
the two-times-line ripple frequency of the full wave
rectified input) will be present if there were any asym-
metry of a DC component in the input voltage before
rectifying.

In the general case, energy deficit results from the
K{A) which is actually implemented being different
than the ideal, K{I). The power deficit pgis given by

Pd=SAKLD~KLA)) [39)
Integrating with respect to time gives the energy defi-
cit, wa:

T [40]
wd = f pd dt
4

There are a number of situations which can lead to an
energy deficit, a few of which will be used as examples:
1. K;=K{r) by [31] is implemented, but voltage
scheduling [34] is not used. It is required that Vi have a
constant quiescent voltage, perhaps because it is used as
an output, or perhaps because the output modulator has
been optimized for a particular voltage input.
Pa=SLKL)—KL1)) [41]
2. K;=K(0) is latched for the duration of a half cycle,
to provide optimum power factor correction.

Pa=fAKK)—K(0)) 42)

3. Voltage scheduling is implemented, so K(7) is the
ideal K;, but K;=K{0) is latched, for optimum power
factor correction:

Pa=SAK{1)—K(0)) [43)
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In [43), K{7) is regarded as the “ideal”, not K(t), be-
cause implementation of voltage scheduling requires
that the energy of the transition equal the energy sched-
ule.

In the above, K{t) is the “instantaneously correct”
K, where each of its components has its instantaneous
value:

v Did2) [44]

kO =—Fo

K (7) is K(t) rolled off with a break at w=1/7and a —1
slope. (References to “breaks”, “slopes”, “roll off” and
the like are to the asymptotes of a Bode plot, which is
well known in the art, and are part of the jargon of the
art of control design).

For case 5, F,=V32/2, where V;is the instantaneous
value of the magnitude of the input voltage |v;| =Vi|
Sin(wt)|.

V;is not directly measurable. However V2 can be
extracted using the following identity:

V2=V 2Cos2(wt)+ V2SinX(wt) [45]
The latter term may already exist in the system, as f.
The cosine squared term could be found by differentiat-
ing it, but the noise content 'may be high. To integrate it,
the DC term must be removed, then restored.

Using a good transformer, v;=V;Sin(wt) can be
brought into the control (the transformer would be
necessary because of the full wave rectifier). Phase
shifting in two circuits having a phase difference of 90°,
such as *=45°, yields a sine and cosine term which can
be squared, then added. To keep the zero and infinite
impedance bounded, a lead-lag and a lag-lead are pre-
ferred. If implemented carefully, with slightly more
lead or lag at an intermediate frequency, the lead-lag
and the lag-lead can be constructed to have +45° phase
shift at two frequencies, as for instance, 50 Hz and 60
Hz.
For case 4, it is preferred to use a function generator
to generate |Sin(wt)|. The same function generator can
generate a special function wave form |Sin(wt)|+-
|Cos(wt)] or its reciprocal. Then, if v;is phase shifted to
generate sine and cosine terms, which are first full wave
rectified then added, the result is V{|Sin(wt)|+-
| Cos(wt)|), the special function wave form (which must
have the same phase shift) can be used to divide the
sum, to extract V;as a steady state DC function.

This is sufficiently involved that simplifying approxi-
mations would be useful.

For many cases, it would be adequate to filter the full
wave input voltage |v;| or its square, and use the output
of the filter. Preferably it will have a nearly 90° lag at
zero crossing, so if it is sampled then, the peak (V7 or
V) will be extracted. V;may be sampled, to get samples
in each half cycle of |v;|: V{—1), V{0), V{+1), V{+2)
... V£n). If V;is assumed to be slowly changing, and 7
is long compared to a half cycle, K{7) is reasonably
well approximated if each sample of V{n) is used in a
sample and hold circuit instead of the instantaneously
correct term for V;.

To solve for wg, pg has to be integrated. Because the
integral over time of f,~F,, theése terms can be can-
celled in the product f,K;, leaving vdi, This expression
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is exact if it is integrated over whole half cycles of time
Ot T.

T [46)
f fydi = F,
0

Therefore, when [42] is integrated,

T T [47)
wH0) = J v D)ikt) dt — K,(O)f fydt
] L]

Equation [47) is straightforward to implement.

In using any of the approximations, careful attention
should be given to phase shift. The idea! terms may
assume none, and the approximations may introduce
phase shifts, particularly lags.

If the effects of input voltage changes are ignored,

T (48]
wd(0) = IO v Di 1) dt — v{0)if0)

This may be reasonable. After all, load changes can be
plus or minus 100%, but commercial power is reason-
able steady.

Reégardless of how the energy deficit is measured,
calculated or approximated, it can be returned to the
system under feed forward control as an increase in
power Ap (observing polarity). There are no limitations
on when its is returned, but it doesn’t make sense to
delay too long. Reintroduction very soon may partially
defeat the original control algorithm, or it may cause
large spikes in the input current, but that is a design
choice. If sub-harmonic frequency components are sus-
pected to be present in any of the system inputs, the
timing of the re-introduction of the energy deficit can
be used to cancel any one harmonic, by lagging it 360°
at that frequency.

Regardless of when energy deficit is to be introduced,
if it has been measured and accounted form, but not yet
reintroduced, it must be subtracted from the energy
error (or added to the reference). The guiding principle
is that if it is done on purpose, and accounted for, it is
not an error. Of course, after the energy deficit is rein-
troduced, the correction on the energy error is re-
moved, and any remaining error is due to non-ideality,
and is the appropriate function of the error loop. This
can be done continuously, for a non-latched system, or
in fixed increments over each half cycle, in a latched
system.

With reference now to FIG. 185, the first graph shows
a step function in power occurring at t,, and defining an
ideal curve p(t). Because K;is latched, the control loop
does not let the system respond until the next sampling
time, ts, 1. Because of the delay, an energy deficit wg
results.

The next graph in FIG. 15 shows the energy deficit
wgbeing added back as a AP in the next half cycle. This
represents the fastest correction, and will (ideally) re-
store the capacitor energy and voltage to their quies-
cent values.

The third graph in FIG. 15 shows the energy deficit
being returned in the second following half cycle. Tis is
preferred, if there is a possibility that the energy deficit
results from line frequency ripple. It odes not increase
the error in the capacitor energy and voltage, because it
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will not become worse once the power balance is re-
stored. It just allows it to persist an extra half cycle. By
delaying the feed forward, the input current will not
rise quite so abruptly. The energy deficit wg could be
returned with a smaller AP, over several half cycles.

With reference to FIG. 16, a first graph shows a
change in the inputs p{t). Because of the control time
constant 7. the input power is p{7), resulting in the
power deficit, the difference, pa.

The second graph of FIG. 16 shows the resulting
energy deficit, wd, as it would be without energy deficit
feed forward. Once it occurred, it persists, until perhaps
an error loop removes it.

The third graph of FIG. 16 shows the AP fed forward
(it has negative polarity), with a time constant of ap-
proximately 37, It has the same area under the curve
(energy) as the pg of the first graph.

The fourth graph of FIG. 16 shows the net energy
deficit, which reduces to zero as the AP is fed forward.
The fifth graph shows its influence on the power. Thus
the dynamics of the system, are entirely under precise
feed forward control. It is unconditionally stable re-
gardless of the time constants, but resembles the classi-
cal well damped response of a feed back loop.

FIG. 17 shows a flow diagram for a feed forward
control with a response such as is shown in FIG. 16. It
would be applicable to a case 3 (DC-DC) or a case 5 (a
high power factor Ac-DC) converter.

The output voltage v, is multiplied in 351 by the
output current i, to derive p,. In a fixed output voltage
supply, this is not necessary, as i, is sufficient. An effi-
ciency algorithm is factored in, by 353. (The efficiency
term could be approximated by a gain change in the
outputs current sensor input for a simple system). Next
a gain is factored in, by 355. Factoring in the F, recipro-
cal in 357 completes the synthesis of K(t). Rolling it off
in 361 synthesizes K{7), and factoring in the f, term in
363 completes the power model p£7).

KAt) is factored by f, in 371, to generate p{t). Sub-
tracting p{7) from p(t) in 373 results in the power dif-
ference model, pg. In 375, any power deficit fed for-
ward AP is added to pg and integrated in 377 to obtain
the net energy deficit wg.

A portion of the energy deficit wy, factored by the
reciprocal of 71 in 381, is added to the power model
pA7) in 365, then integrated in 367 to provide an energy
reference wy,. (This is analogous to the Gwg, of FIG.
14).

The net energy deficit wgis subtracted from the en-
ergy wsof the storage capacitor in 383 to provide a net
error term, which is divided into an energy reference
w, in 385 to provide an error gain term G. The error
gain G is rolled off at a low 7, and fed back to 355.

The above flow diagram is shown as an illustration,
not a limitation, and many other implementations em-
bodying the methods of this invention are possible.
Many simplifying approximations are possible, any
many of the multipliers could be adders, as often sum-
ming in a term can have the same results as factoring,
appropriate adjustments being made.

In a high power application, particularly one involv-
ing a load having ON-OFF characteristics, it may be
possible to integrate the controls of the converter with
the controls of the load, to provide an improved voltage
scheduling on energy surplus. In FIG. 18, a load con-
troller C;signals the power supply controller at t; that
the load should be applied. The power supply control-
ler at that time starts ramping up the input power p; as
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shown in the second graph, causing an energy surplus
w; in the storage capacitor as shown in the third graph.
When the input power p; has ramped to half its final
value (as is know, because the load is fixed), the power
supply controller C,signals the load controller to apply
the load. As the input power p;continues to ramp to its
final value, the energy surplus wyis used, and the stor-
age capacitor energy and voltage return to their quies-
cent values, as shown in the third graph.

On removal of the load, a similar sequence is used, as
shown. In this manner, the input power is allowed to
transition arbitrarily slowly while maintaining full con-
trol and high power factor, without any overshoot or
potential instability.

The foregoing examples of various embodiments of
the apparatus and control methods are given as illustra-
tion and not as a limitation. In particular, the modula-
tors are shown as general purpose modulators, it being
recognized that one skilled in the art would be able to
design suitable modulators using a variety know and yet
to be discovered modulators, with or without trans-
former isolation and ratioing and for any power level
and any topology, the choice being a design trade off
and not at the point of novelty of the invention.

Likewise the two input buck converter can be imple-
mented in a variety of ways and sizes, with or without
transformer isolation and ratioing as is well known to
those skilled in the art of buck and buck-derived modu-
lator design.

The necessity for peripheral accessories such as input
and output filters, bias supplies, operational amplifiers
and the like is acknowledged, and would be known to
those skilled in the art. Their exclusion from the de-
scription of any embodiment is not in any way a repre-
sentation that they are not necessary, but is only a rec-
ognition that they are not at the point of novelty, and
their use and application is well known to those skilled
in the art.

Also, the methods of control are not limited to any
specific implementation or embodiment, and could be
designed with analog circuits, digital circuits or a com-
bination of the two, or with a control processor or
custom integrated circuit and controller fabrication
technologies not yet discovered.

I claim:

1. A power converter using energy control compris-
ing

an input modulator for receiving power from a power

source

an output modulator for delivering power to a load

the output of the input modulator being connected to

a storage capacitor and the input of the output
modulator
an output sensing circuit for sensing and quantifying
for an output controller and an input controller at
least one of the output voltage, output current,
output power or voltage of the storage capacitor

the output controller for controlling the output in
response to the at least one of the output voltage,
the output current, the output power or the voltage
of the storage capacitor

an energy sensing circuit for sensing and quantifying

for the input controller the energy in the storage
capacitor

an input sensing circuit for sensing and quantifying

for the input controller at least one of the input
current, the input voltage or the input power, and
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the input controller for controlling the input in re-
sponse to at least one of the input voltage, the input
current or the input power, and at least one of the
output voltage, the output current or the output
power and the energy in the storage capacitor.

2. The power converter of claim 1 further comprising
a full wave rectifier at its input.

3. A power converter comprising

a first modulator for receiving power from a power

source and for the delivery of power to a load

a storage capacitor

a second modulator for receiving energy from the

storage capacitor and delivering the energy to the
load as power

a third modulator for receiving power from the

power source and delivering power to the storage
capacitor for storage as energy
an output sensing circuit for sensing and quantifying
for an output controller and an input controller at
least one of the output voltage, output current,
output power or voltage of the storage capacitor

the output controller for controlling the output in
response to the at least one of the output voltage,
the output current, the output power or the voltage
of the storage capacitor

an energy sensing circuit for sensing and quantifying

for the input controller the energy in the storage
capacitor

an input sensing circuit for sensing and quantifying

for the input controller at least one of the input
current, the input voltage or the input power
the input controller for controlling the input in re-
sponse to at least one of the input voltage, the input
current or the input power, and at least one of the
output voltage, the output current or the output
power and the energy in the storage capacitor

and an arbitration and sequencing controller for re-
ceiving an output control signal from the output
controller and for receiving an input control signal
from the input controller, and for providing con-
trol signals to the first, second and third modulators
such that

the first modulator supplies power from the power

source to the load to the extent that the power from
the power source is sufficient

the second modulator receives energy from the stor-

age capacitor and delivers it to the load to the
extent that the power from the power source is
insufficient, and

the third modulator receives power from the power

source and delivers it to the storage capacitor to
the extent that the input power is more than suffi-
cient.

4. The power converter of claim 3 further comprising
a full wave rectifier at its input.

5. The power converter of claim 3 where the first
modulator and the second modulator are embodied in a
buck converter having at least two inputs comprising

an inductor

a first switching means connected from a first power

source to the input of the inductor

at least one additional switching means each con-

nected from a at least one additional power source
to the input of the inductor

a rectifying means connected from a ground return to

the input of the inductor, and

an output capacitor connected from the output of the

inductor to the ground return.
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6. The power converter of claim § where in the buck
converter has at least a third switching means con-
nected from at least one of an auxiliary storage capaci-
tor or an auxiliary power supply to the input of the
inductor. .

7. The power converter of claim 6 further comprising
a power controller means for providing a charging
current for the at least one of an auxiliary storage capac-
itor or an auxiliary power supply.

8. A power converter of the type generally known as
a buck converter, comprising

a plurality of inputs,

each of the plurality of inputs being for one of a plu-

rality of power sources

a plurality of switching means

each of the plurality of switching means connecting

from one of the plurality of inputs to the input of an
inductor, and

an output capacitor connected from the output of the

inductor to a ground return.

9. The power converter of claim 8 further comprising

a ground switching means connected from the

ground return to the input of the inductor.

10. The power converter of claim 9 where the ground
switching means is a rectifier.

11. The power converter of claim 8 wherein the input
voltage of at least one of the plurality of power sources
is lower than the voltage of the output capacitor.

12. A control method for a converter having a .an
output control means to control the output power

an input control means to control the input power

an energy storage means to store as energy any differ-

ence between the input power and the output
power comprising

an output control function to control the output

power to meet the output power requirements of
an external load
an input control function essentially independent of
the output control function to control the input
power such that, dynamically the input current is
controlled as a function of the input voltage and.

in steady state the input current as the ratio of the
output power to the input voltage using a feed
forward algorithm which is principally the output
power divided by a factor the DC component of
input voltage times a factor of the instantaneous
input voltage. ‘

13. The control method of claim 12 further compris-
ing a low pass filter, for controlling the frequency re-
sponse of the feed forward algorithm.

14. A control method for a converter having a an
output control means to control the output power

an input control means to control the input power

an energy storage means to store as energy any differ-

ence between the input power and the output
power comprising

determining the energy of a transient as

the product of a function of the instantaneous input

voltage after the transit,

the time constant of the transient

and the difference between

the output power after the transient divided by the
DC component of a factor of the input voltage
after the treatment and

the output power before the transient divided by
the DC component of a factor of the input volt-
age before the transient
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and scheduling the energy in the energy storage
means as an explicit function of the output voltage,
the output current, the input voltage and the time
constant of the transient such that

the energy of any transient is stored in the energy
storage means.

15. A control method for a converter having a an

output control means to control the output power

an input control means to control the input power

an energy storage means to store as energy any differ-
ence between the input power and the output
power comprising

measuring the amplitude of a ripple frequency by
measuring the difference between two series of
alternate peak amplitudes of the input voltage

adding the difference amplitude to the peak voltage

" of the next sample of the lower series, and

subtracting the difference amplitude from the peak
voltage of the next sample of the higher series

as a feed forward technique to compensate for half
frequency ripple voltage. '

16. A control method for a converter having a an

output control means to control the output power
an input control means to control the input power
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an energy storage means to store as energy any differ-
ence between the input power and the output
power comprising

determining an energy deficit function as the integral
with respect to time of the difference between the
input power with an ideal control algorithm and
the input power with the actual control algorithm

holding the energy deficit function for a period of
time

reducing the energy error term by the energy deficit

at a later time, returning the energy deficit to the
system by controlling the input modulator to input
an increment of power, and

simultaneously with the application of the difference
power, increase the energy error term by the en-
ergy of the increment of power with time.

17. A control method for a converter having a an

output contro! means to control the output power

an input control means to control the input power

an energy storage means to store as energy any differ-
ence between the input power and the output
power comprising _

providing a control signal to the input control means
in anticipation of the application of a load

controlling the input power so that in increases as a
function of time toward the power of the load

providing a control signal to apply the load when the

input power has increased to an explicit value.
* * * * *
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